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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 01/23/06 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1 .98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it is 
presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most 
knowledgeable about the content of the information, of each patent listed that is not in 
the English language. It has been placed in the application file, but the information 
referred to therein has not been considered. 

Due to the voluminous nature of the IDS submissions, only a cursory review was 

given. 

Double Patenting 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims 
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct 
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated 
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 
F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 
1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, All 
F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) 
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory 
double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to 
be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of 
activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 
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Claims 1-23 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable overclaims 1-24 of 
copending Application No. 10,046,654. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, 
they are not patentably distinct from each other because both are drawn to transferring 
credit utilizing a server computer system from a wide-area computer network and 
handlers. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 
conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Claims 1-23 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-31 of 
copending Application No. 10,045,633. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, 
they are not patentably distinct from each other because both are drawn to transferring 
credit utilizing a server computer system from a wide-area computer network and 
handlers. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 
conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 9, 20 and 23 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 
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MPEP 608.01 (n), Section III provides the "Infringement Test" to determine if a 

claim is a proper dependent claim: The. MPEP states: 

The test as to whether a claim is a proper dependent claim is that it shall include 
every limitation of the claim from which it depends (35 U.S.C. 112, fourth 
paragraph) or in other words that it shall not conceivably be infringed by anything 
which would not also infringe the basic claim. 

Dependent claims 9,20 and 23: 

Re Claim 9: A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing the computer-implementable method for transferring the credit amount out of 
the online system using the money order of claim 1 . 

Re Claims 20 and 23: A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the computer-implementable method for transferring the 
credit amount out of the online system using the payment instrument of claims 10 and 
21, respectively. 

Applying the infringement test, what is needed to infringe claims 9,20 and 23, for 
example is a computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing the computer-implementable method. However, the computer-readable 
medium having computer-executable instructions of claims 9,20 and 23, respectively, 
would not infringe the method steps of claims 1 ,10 and 21 , respectively, since the 
computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions itself never 
performs any of the active steps of receiving, determining, transferring, sending etc. In 
other words, mere possession of such a computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions would infringe claims 9,20 and 23, respectively, but this is not 
enough to infringe claims 1,10 and 21, respectively. As a result, claims 9,20 and 23 are 
improper dependent claims. 

Claims 1,10,12,14,15,18 and 21 appear to be Markush claims. "Amarkush 

group must be definite and complete as to its membership " (See, e.g. Ex Parte 

Morrell, 100 USPQ 317 (BdPatApp&Int 1954) at 319). The use of "including" makes 

the claims open and indefinite. "Including" must be replaced with --consisting of-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 10-14 and 16-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Doggett, US Pat. No. 5,677,955. 

Re Claims 10 and 20: Doggett discloses a method/computer-readable medium having 
computer-executable instructions for transferring a credit amount out of an online 
system using a payment instrument, the method comprising: 

receiving pay-out instructions at a server computer system from a wide- area computer 
network coupled to a payor, wherein the pay-out instructions include at least two of a 
payee, a delivery location, and the credit amount (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13) 
The phrase "at least two of is interpreted as any combination of two or more of the 
group but, not necessarily all members of the group. See MPEP §2111.; 
determining a first handler associated with the payor (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3.6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); 
transferring the credit amount from the first handler to the online system (Doggett, 
abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - 
col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 1 3+ - col. 1 0, line 57; col. 1 6, line 42+ - col. 1 8, line 1 3); 
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creating a temporary stored value fund for one of the payor and the payee if a stored 
value fund does not exist for the one (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1 ,2,3,6,1 1 ,12,1 3,14,15; 
col. 1 , lines 1 + - col. 4, line 31 ; col. 5, line 1 0+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 1 3+ - col. 1 0, 
line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); 

storing the credit amount in the temporary stored value fund (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); 
determining a second handler for preparation of the payment instrument according to 
the pay-out instructions (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1 + 
-col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, 
line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); 

sending the pay-out instructions to the second handler (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+-col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); and 
transferring the credit amount from the temporary stored value fund to the second 
handler (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; 
col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 
18, line 13). 

Re Claim 11: Doggett discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett further 
discloses, wherein the payment instrument is chosen from the group consisting of: a 
money order, a cashiers check, a tellers check, a certified check, a gift certificate, and a 
coupon (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; 
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col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 
18, line 13). 

Re Claim 12: Doggett discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett discloses a 
method further comprising a step of 

electronically notifying at least one of the payor and payee of the payment instrument, 
wherein the electronic notification includes at least one of a web page, an instant 
message, an e-mail message, a pager message, and a wireless phone message 
(Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+-col. 4, line 31; col. 5, 
line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 
13). The phrase "at least one of is interpreted as any member of the group but, not 
necessarily a plurality or all members of the group. See MPEP §2111. 
Re Claim 13: Doggett discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett discloses, 
wherein the server computer system comprises a plurality of computers coupled 
together by a computer network (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, 
lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; 
col. 16, line 42+ - col. 1 8, line 1 3). 

Re Claim 14: Doggett discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett discloses, 
wherein the first handler includes at least one of a bank, a credit card company, a 
debit card company, an agent location, a stored value fund, and an airline mileage 
program (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; 
col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 
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18, line 13). The phrase "at least one of is interpreted as any member of the group but, 

not necessarily a plurality or all members of the group. See MPEP §2111. 

Re Claim 16: Doggett discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett discloses, 

wherein the credit amount corresponds to at least one of: currency, monetary value, 

airline mileage, promotional program points, gift certificate credit, and commodities 

(Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+-col. 4, line 31; col. 5, 

line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 

13). The phrase "at least one of is interpreted as any member of the group but, not 

necessarily a plurality or all members of the group. See MPEP §2111. 

Re Claim 17: Doggett discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett discloses a 

method further comprising steps of: 

retrieving a trigger condition that initiates the second-listed transferring step (Doggett, 
abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - 
col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); and 
determining when the trigger condition is satisfied (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13). 
Re Claim 18: Doggett discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett discloses, 
wherein the trigger condition includes at least one of: a credit balance in the stored 
value fund meeting a threshold; and a period of time expiring (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13). The phrase "at least 
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one of is interpreted as any member of the group but, not necessarily a plurality or all 
members of the group. See MPEP §2111. 

Re Claim 19: Doggett discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett discloses, 
wherein the payor, the first handler, the second handler and the payee are remotely 
located with respect to each other (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 
1 , lines 1 + - col. 4, line 31 ; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 1 3+ - col. 1 0, line 
57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13). 

Re Claims 21 and 23: Doggett discloses a method for transferring a credit amount 
out of an online system using a payment instrument, the method comprising: 
receiving pay-out instructions at a server computer system from a wide- area 
computer network coupled to a payor, wherein the pay-out instructions include at 
least two of a payee, a delivery location, and the credit amount (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); 
determining a first handler associated with the payor (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 1 3+ - col. 1 0, line 57; col. 1 6, line 42+ - col. 1 8, line 1 3); 
transferring the credit amount from the first handler to the online system (Doggett, 
abstract, Figs, 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - 
col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); 
storing the credit amount in a stored value fund associated with one of the payor and 
payee (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; 
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col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 
18, line 13); 

determining a second handler for preparation of the payment instrument according to 
the pay-out instructions (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1 + 
- col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, 
line 42+ -col. 18, line 13); 

sending the pay-out instructions to the second handler (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); and 
transferring the credit amount from the stored value fund to the second handler 
(Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ -col. 4, line 31; col. 5, 
line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 
13). 

Re Claim 22: Doggett discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett discloses, 
wherein the payment instrument is chosen from the group consisting of: a money order, 
a cashiers check, a tellers check, a certified check, a gift certificate, and a coupon 
(Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+-col. 4, line 31; col. 5, 
line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 
13). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Doggett, US Pat. No. 5,677,955 in view of Bator, US Pat. No. 6,575,362. 

Re Claims 1 and 9. Doggett discloses a method/computer-readable medium having 

computer-executable instructions comprising: 

receiving pay-out instructions at a server computer system from a wide-area 
computer network coupled to a payor, wherein the pay-out instructions include at least 
two of a payee, a delivery location, and the credit amount (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+-col.4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ -col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ -col. 18, line 13) 
The phrase "at least two of is interpreted as any combination of two or more of the 
group but, not necessarily all members of the group. See MPEP §2111.; 
determining a first handler associated with the payor (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+-col.4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); 
transferring the credit amount from the first handler to the online system (Doggett, 
abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - 
col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); 
determining a second handler for preparation of a payment instrument according to the 
pay-out instructions (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - 
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col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, 
line 42+ -col. 18, line 13); and 

sending the pay-out instructions to the second handler (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13). 

Doggett fails to explicitly disclose wherein the payment instrument is a money 

order. 

Bator discloses wherein the payment instrument is a money order (Bator, 
abstract, col. 1, line 1+ - col. 3, line 50; col. 4, line 44+ - col. 5, line 18; col. 10, line 10+ - 
col. 8, line 30; col. 9, line 41 - col. 10, line 30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Doggett by adopting the teachings of 
Bator to provide a method for transferring a credit amount out of an online system using 
a money order, the method comprising: receiving pay-out instructions at a server 
computer system from a wide-area computer network coupled to a payor, wherein the 
pay-out instructions include at least two of a payee, a delivery location, and the credit 
amount; determining a first handler associated with the payor; transferring the credit 
amount from the first handler to the online system; determining a second handler for 
preparation of the money order according to the pay-out instructions; and sending 
the pay-out instructions to the second handler. 

As suggested by Doggett one would have been motivated to provide substitutes 
for checks that were safer and posed less of a security risk. 
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Re Claim 2: Doggett in view of Bator discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett 
further discloses wherein the delivery location is chosen from a group consisting of an 
agent location and an address of the payee (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13). 
Re Claim 3: Doggett in view of Bator discloses the claimed method supra and Bator 
discloses a method further comprising steps of: 

receiving the pay-out instructions at the second handier (Bator, abstract, col. 1 , line 1 + - 
col. 3, line 50; col. 4, line 44+ - col. 5, line 18; col. 10, line 10+ - col. 8, line 30; col. 9, 
line 41 - col. 10, line 30); 

printing the money order according to the pay-out instructions (Bator, abstract, col. 1 , 
line 1+ - col. 3, line 50; col. 4, line 44+ - col. 5, line 18; col. 10, line 10+ - col. 8, line 30; 
col. 9, line 41 - col. 10, line 30); and 

sending the money order to the delivery location (Bator, abstract, col. 1 , line 1+ - col. 3, 
line 50; col. 4, line 44+ - col. 5, line 18; col. 10, line 10+ - col. 8, line 30; col. 9, line 41 - 
col. 10, line 30). 

Re Claim 4: Doggett in view of Bator discloses the claimed method supra and Bator 
discloses a method further comprising steps of: 

receiving the pay-out instructions at the second handler (Bator, abstract, col. 1, line 1+ - 
col. 3, line 50; col. 4, line 44+ - col. 5, line 18; col. 10, line 10+ - col. 8, line 30; col. 9, 
line 41 - col. 10, line 30); 
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printing the money order according to the pay-out instructions (Bator, abstract, col. 1 , 
line 1+ - col. 3, line 50; col. 4, line 44+ - col. 5, line 18; col. 10, line 10+ - col. 8, line 30; 
col. 9, line 41 - col. 10, line 30); and 

holding the money order at the second handler for pick-up by the payee (Bator, 
abstract, col. 1, line 1+ - col. 3, line 50; col. 4, line 44+ - col. 5, line 18; col. 10, line 10+ - 
col. 8, line 30; col. 9, line 41 - col. 10, line 30). 

Re Claim 5: Doggett in view of Bator discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett 

discloses a method further comprising a step of storing the credit amount in a stored 

value fund associated with one of the payor and the payee (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 

1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 

col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13). 

Re Claim 6: Doggett in view of Bator discloses the claimed method supra and Bator 

further discloses, wherein the second handler is an agent location capable of printing 

money orders (Bator, abstract, col. 1, line 1+ - col. 3, line 50; col. 4, line 44+ - col. 5, line 

18; col. 10, line 10+ - col. 8, line 30; col. 9, line 41 - col. 10, line 30). 

The phrase "capable of printing money orders" is interpreted as having the ability to 

print money orders but, not necessarily doing so. See MPEP § 21 1 1 

Re Claim 7: Doggett in view of Bator discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett 

discloses a method further comprising steps of: 

creating a temporary stored value fund for the payee (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/045,632 Page 15 

Art Unit: 3693 

storing the credit amount in the stored value fund (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 
1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; 
col. 7, line 13+ -col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13). 
Re Claim 8: Doggett in view of Bator discloses the claimed method supra and Doggett 
discloses a method further comprising steps of: 

storing the credit amount in a first stored value fund associated with the payor (Doggett, 
abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, lines 1+-col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+- 
col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13); and 
transferring the credit amount from the first stored value fund to a second stored value 
fund associated with the payee (Doggett, abstract, Figs. 1,2,3,6,11,12,13,14,15; col. 1, 
lines 1+ - col. 4, line 31; col. 5, line 10+ - col. 6, line 20; col. 7, line 13+ - col. 10, line 57; 
col. 16, line 42+ - col. 18, line 13). 

Claims 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Doggett as applied to claims 10 above and further in view of Bator, US Pat. No. 
6,575,362. 

Re Claim 15: Doggett discloses the claimed method supra. Doggett fails to explicitly 
disclose wherein the second handler includes at least one of a gift certificate issuer, an 
electronic gift certificate issuer, and a money order issuer. Bator discloses, wherein the 
second handler includes at least one of a gift certificate issuer, an electronic gift 
certificate issuer, and a money order issuer (Bator, abstract, col. 1 , line 1+ - col. 3, line 
50; col. 4, line 44+ - col. 5, line 18; col. 10, line 10+ - col. 8, line 30; col. 9, line 41 - col. 
10, line 30). The phrase "at least one of is interpreted as any member of the group but, 
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not necessarily a plurality or all members of the group. See MPEP §2111. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the teachings of Doggett by adopting the teachings of Bator to provide 
wherein the second handler includes at least one of a gift certificate issuer, an electronic 
gift certificate issuer, and a money order issuer. 

As suggested by Doggett one would have been motivated to provide substitutes 
for checks that were safer and posed less of a security risk. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sara Chandler whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 186. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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